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Far East. The series of events, extending over nearly a century
of time, that have led up to the present situation in China need
only very cursory mention here. They are well known and not
very pleasant reading. They began in 1842 with war with
England and with the subsequent treaty that broke down the
outer defences of China's seclusion. The treaty brought about
the system of exterritoriality, it vindicated England's claim to
introduce into China the opium of India and she acquired
Hongkong. The example of England was quickly followed by
action on the part of other Powers who obtained corresponding
privileges. In 1856 England and France waged a combined
war on China—a war that shook the country to its very founda-
tions, for Peking was occupied, the Summer Palace of the
Emperor burnt and its contents, a superb collection of Chinese
royal treasures, looted. Then Russia advanced from the north
and occupied new regions in Eastern Siberia and France extended
her conquests in the south. On the eastern frontier England
by her occupation of Burma became China's neighbour. Japan
acquired Formosa and adopted a policy that eventually led to the
annexation of Korea. These events entailed not only a direct
menace to China's existence but also an increase of international
jealousies that at times became threatening. But it was China
always that was the victim. The aggressions continued.
Germany obtained a hold over Tsingtau as a wedge for the
future opening up of the Shantung Province. Russia was
installed at Port Arthur and England constructed a Naval Base
at Weihaiwai and France in the south negotiated a long lease of
the district of Kouang-tcheou-wan on the frontier of Tonkin.
Loans and railway concessions accompanied these territorial
extensions and already the Customs were under foreign control
and their revenues pledged. The independence of China existed
only in name. When it was not war or rumours of war it was
" Peaceful penetration "—penetration as deadly as any war for
it sucked the country's blood. China, impotent, saw the failure
of all that had seemed to her inviolate—her pride, her philosophy,
her traditions and her civilization. Her death was not far off
and already the Powers were maturing their plans for the partition
of her estate into spheres of influence, But while Official China
decayed there was arising in the country a new spirit, an
awakening to the realisation that the whole scheme of China's
existence was at fault ; that her self-imposed isolation was fatal
and that to save what was left of independence necessitated other

